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SIR, 
ANY and various motives have 


concurred to give a peculiar 
= propriety to the fond with I had form- 
« ed, of making this humble offering to 
* the ſhrine” of MY SUPERIOR 


« OFFICER © in rank, fortune, end 
1 ce abilities; 


cc 
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(4) 
* a:lites;” and, I am well perſuaded, 
if you ſhould perceive that I am anxious 
to evince myſelf © your equal in honour, 
courage,” and birth, your candour 
will commend my zeal,—as © the greateſt 
can but blaze and paſs away.“ —There- 
fore, when advanced age and faithful 
fervices may render it neceſſary for you 
to retire from that buſy ſtage, which 
you now tread with ſuch inimitable 
GRACE; when your wiſdom, huma- 
nity, and integrity, will give you a 
better right to expect the CUSTOS 
ROTULORUM, to permit you to 
have. a ſeat among the learned QUO- 
RUM, and you will demonſtrate a juſt 
claim to the farther honour of knight- 
hood, as that title will certainly ſucceed 
the other appointment, and as your 
merit will, of courſe, give you every 
reaſon to expect a penſion; you may thus 
cloſe the remainder of a well-ſpent life, 
with 


* 
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with all your © bluſhing honours thick 
upon you.” 

Then, Sir, I hope you will uſe your 
ALL-PREVAILING (not /ecret) IN- . 
FLUENCE with the Corover, to 
exert his powerful intereſt with the GE- 
NERAL, to gain me ſuch promotion 
as my ſteady exertions in the cauſe of 
TRUTH may, in your opinion, merit; 
for, I am bold to affirm, that, when 
YOU go, there will not be YOUR 
fellow left behind. WHO will then 
be ſo regardleſs of that HIGH RANK, 
which you zow hold? WHO, that ſuc- 
ceeds you, will condeſcend to repreſent 
complaints, which have no FOUNDA- 
TION, merely ta evince his indiclable 
attachment to ſtrict diſcipline ? 

When henour is the principle that ac- 
tuates ſuch conduct, how pure the de- 
ſign, how /atisfaFory the concluſion? L 
fay, Sir, all the world muſt commend. 
A 3 | me 
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me for doing jaſtice to a character * 
known, fo honoured” at Freemaſons Halt. 


I I have felt an honeſt indignation at 


all the invidious and odious alluſions of a 
DRUMMER, when attempted to be 
applied to you. | 


I will therefore, Sir, take the liberty 
to aſſure thoſe who have entertained this 
idea, that they are wrong,—quite miſ- 
taken,—You told me the whole ſtory 
one day, and I believed part of it, be- 
cauſe you could have no znteref in de- 
ceiving me. 


The 
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The $S TORY. 


« (NOME people have been ſcanda- 
lous enough to aſſert, that I was 

once a DRUM MER, but it is a grofs 
falſehood ;—my brother, indeed, was, 
when young, fo very partial to muſic 
martial, that he ran away from his fa- 
ther, and entered as a drummer” in the 
county militia, or on-board of ſhip, T 
forget which, and indeed it is very 
immaterial, as you have convinced ME, 
that you never were a drummer; bur, 
as you are in the conſtant practice 
of flogging the poor privates, I ſuppoſe. 
that is the reaſon why the world has 
been led into the error. : 
I muſt now, my ncõle captain, take 
notice of that part, which you did not 
then explain, and which occurred to me 
with double force, when I lat heard 
5 A4 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Kennedy ſing ; for, what occaſion 
was there for him to pack up his tatters 
and follow the drum, with his litile 
ROW-DE-DOW, rot- de- dato, &c. &c. 
when you, who ſtaid at home, and 
would, I am ſure, rather r#n from than 
Zo the ſound of a DRUM, were content 
with that more humble and leſs honour- 
able occupation of felling — 
— GINGERBREAD, 
— — which, I hope, you are not 
aſhamed to acknowledge; therefore I 

would recommend you immediately to 

print, publiſh, and ſing, the following 
| Jong, as you did heretofore ; and, as you 
= can ſing, if you won't ſing, you ought 
| | oe made'to hog, 


| At Taunter Deane in SOMERSETSH IRE, 

I lived, as I do declare; | 

0 My father he bak'd gingerbread, 

Which I did carry on my head; 

| And all the day it was my lot, 

if _ To go about, and cry All hot. 

we. CHORUS. 


ll 
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CHORUS. 
Hot ſpiced gingerbread, 
Horns for your honour's head.“ 
Taſte a nice ſeaſoned mutton- pie, 
„They're nation goed,” the clowns ad cry 3 
Toſs off, and Ill call tail, 
Then if I win, you fail, 
Of having mutten-pie or cuflard. 
The boobies then look'd diſcontent, 
As if on miſchief they were bent; 
They once my baſket kick'd about, 
And threw my merchandize all out ; 
I made them pay 2 for their tat, 
They hiſs'd me out o'the town for that. 
PRAY, was not this moſt cu hard. 


Now don't let your gentle nature be 
rufled by my telling the whole truth of 
you, as I will certainly relate nothing but 
the truth about myſelf. —Though your 
father was a gingerbread-baker, ſtill mine 
was only a blackſmith ; and, as I am 
one of Vulcan's fons, whoſe buſineſs it 


He could not mean the noble knight, 
Whole ſeat is in the 1e... 


ig 


( 10 ) 
is to forge thmderbelts, if perchance one 
of them ſhould light in Crownftreer—be 
not alarmed, my valiænt captain, for, 
k never did I ſee the righteous man for- 
ſaken, nor his ſeed begging their bread;” 
But CONSCIENCE, thou un— 
erring monitor! d calls fooner or 
later will be heard; who ſhall ſay, I 


regard not thy remonſtrances? for, 


though a man may be as hardened in 


guilt as Richard; though he may brave 


thy upbraidings with as much power of 
ſophiſtry as Gloffer's baſtard did—yet 
conſcience—conſcience z even the ambition 
and cruelties of Lazy Macbeth could not 
turn a deaf ear to thy reproaches—even 
in her very ſleep, didſt Thou harrow up 
her ſoul;” no reſt could the downy pillow 
of royalty itſelf yield to her guilty mind. 
Therefore, how fupremely happy ought 
you to be; with what tranſport may you 
bleſs your propitious ſtars, that you are 

| x0 
— | * See King Lear. 
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not a traitor, or a murderer, like one of 
theſe. As to your tr!fing toibles, (and 
who is without ſome ?) hey muſt appear 
(to you) like a ** cockboat to a man of 
war,” or © a drop of water to the ocean,” 
when your many virtues © penſantur 
cadem trutina,”* | 

You know, Sir, I hate flattery too 
much to have ever paid you a ſingle 
compliment upon your courage or gene- 


rofity, the two true characteritiics of a 
good ſoldier. 


Though your as of proweſs and 
works of liberality have been hitherto 
concealed from me; thoſe who have 
been honoured with your confidence, 
can, I hope, give teſtimony of your 
matchleſs worth, and though you have nor 
yet been EXALTED according to your 


„Are weighed in the fame ſcale.” Vide 
Mr. Wilkes's Dedication to the Fall of Mortimer. 


merit, 


merit, remember that © virtue is its 
own reward.” 
Now, Sir, I will convince the world, 


that I am not one of thoſe fawning, 
cringing, fycephantic, SCOUNDRELS, 


who can ſpeak you fair, and wait an 


opportunity to deſtroy your fame. E 
deteſt a deed fo black. 
ViLLavwy like that my ſoul abhors.— 
Twere pity, but ſuch conduct ſhould 
receive public reprobation. To be brok- 
en as an officer, and expelled the ſervice 
with ſome laſting mark of chaſtiſement, 
could ſcarcely equal fo foul an action. 
But let not this ignis fatuus create 
Alarm. 
Dou never did (J hope) attempt to 
mjure a brother officer, becauſe the ge- 
neral honoured him with a private au- 
dience.——You ſurely never could repre- 
fent to the colonel, that he had made a 
breach in the general orders. It is im- 
poſſible, that a good commander can 
8 take 
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take a pleaſvre in bringing his junior 
officers to a court-mertial ; but if obedi- 
ence to your inſtructions, or that nice 
ſinſe of duty, which accompanies a truly 
valiant captain, rendered it indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary for you to prefer a com- 
plaint againſt Dim, your honour ſhould 
Have induced you to have done 1t with 
the tendereſt regard to a ſoldier's reputa- 
tion; your humanity ſhould have 
prompted you to have laid 1t with the moſt 
feeling attention to the ſituation of his 
FAMILY ; your regard to truth ſhould 
have prevented you from being guilty 
of TWO INFAMOUS, INTENTI- 
ONAL, GROSS, FALSEHOODS, 20 
have ſupported theſe baſe charges; your 
caution, too, ſhould have kept you more 
upon your guard than to have added a 
bird declaration, as void of veracity as 
me former we, © that you had been 
with the colonel, and learnt the parti» 

culars 


„ 
culars of the propoſal, which this ſuh- 
altern had preſumptuouſly laid before the 


general, to give him the command of 
twenty men, but that you bad outwitted bim. 


« Whbetever ſtains YOUR honour muſt 
be falſe.” 

Therefore I moſt earneſtly beſeech 
you to prove your accuſation, confute his, 
and let the cenſure fall with redoubled 
weight on him that does deſerve this load 
of calumny. 

This daring young officer ſays, that, 
not content with miſrepreſenting every 
expreſſion he made uſe of, you evinced 
your malice propenſe and evil afore- 
chought beyond contradiction, by the 
time and manner you took to effect your 
purpoſe. This Zarbarous, ſhocking, 


cruel, and inhuman, MURDER of his 
reputation, was attempted to be per- 
petrated while he was exerting every ef- 


fort to reſcue two of his brothers, whom 
an 


Caf F 
an enemy had decoyed from their own 
lines, and was endeavouring to make 


them priſoners, in order to carry them 


with im to the——Gazette. 

He had alſo related the particulars of 
the action to the GENERAL, without 
acquainting his captain. 

Tuxsk, he avers, are the only crimes 
he has committed againſt general ar- 
ders, or your authority ; and therefore, 
he ſays, he is happy in the refleCtion, 
that your cobweb toils could not enſnare 
him; but he ardently prays (as cun- 
ning and cowardice are frequently uni- 
ted in one character) that you may fall 
into the well, (and drown yourſelf too, 


in that very ſelf-ſame well, which you 


for him did dig. 

Don't you, my noble valiant, captain, 
if you ſhould unfortunately be without 
any witneſſes to prove your innocence ; 


don't you now be inſtigated by the 


DEVIL, to go and hang yourlſelf, as 
Judas 


CW 3 


Judas did; no, do as Peter did; 
«& Weep, repent,” and fin no more. 
But, if your heart (like Pharaoh's of 
old) be fo hardened, that you cannot 
repent, don't be tempted to put an end 
to your own exiſtence, for there is no 
repentance in the grave; nor, don't you 
be exaſperated to draw your pretty 
Mord, that you have ſo often worn at 
the Weſtminſter aſſemblies ; don't you 
go to be ſo unfeeling as to rux it through 
one of his ſmall guts, and fend him out 
of the world before his time, with hrs 
accounts not half made up ;—that would 
be adding iniquity to ſin; his blood 
would be on -your head. Rather leave 
this hateful place, fly to the ſouth of 
Wales, and find out the long-winded 
parſon, whoſe pretended zeal to ſave the 
Jouls of others, made him entirely re- 
gardleſs of the ſecurity of his own; who, 
after canting and whining to his pious 

congrega- 


8 
congregation for a full hour by the Bo- 
rough clock, was ſo heedleſs of thoſe 
very admonitions which he had endea- 
voured, to impreſs upon the minds of 
his attentive auditors but a few mo- 
ments before, was ſo deaf to the loud 
cries of charity, as to do a deed more 
heinous in the ſight of God, more Hoi. 
ing in the eyes of mau, more horrible in 
its nature, more terrible in its Heck, 
than human depravity was thought c2- 
pable of committing, eſpecialiy 
when clothed in the garmenis of our pure 
religion; veiled too with every external 
appearance of Sanctiiy, and exerciſing 
tae maſt ſacred function of his holy office ; 
ſo daring an outrage againſt the poor. 
can never in this world be forgetten, 
and no DYER but ONE (as the Me- 
thodiſts uſe this ſimile) can ever eradi- 
cate the blot in the «world to come, By 
bis interceſſion only can we ever be fer- 
given. 


3 Oh 
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Oh Bobadil Shylock, Eſquire, how 
tranſitory are this world's honours ; he 
is now as much neglected by the honeſt 
Welchmen as he was heretofore careſſed 
by the enlightened crouds who uſed ſo 
eagerly to © drink in' his ill-digeſted 
doctrine; do you, my valiant com- 
mander, ſeek the dark receſſes of this 
forſaken clergyman. And, as 


«« Mufic hath charms to ſoothe the ſavage” 


BEASTS, 
To ſoften rocks and bend the“ NANNY 


GOATS: 


Do you, when they are tired of his 
tedious harangues, make uſe of your 
Pipe and tabor, and teach them all ro 
dance the Miuuet de la Cour, the Gavot, 
the Cotillion, or whatever you with the 


learned DOCTOR's concurring opi- 


nion, may think will render them com- 
pleteſt and beſt dancers, under your direc- 


tions, or virtuouſeſt and wiſeft diſciples 


under 
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under his doctrines. How can they fail of 
improvement under ſuch a pious monitor 
and pleaſing inſtruffor ! | 

So, good morrow to your nightcap, 


. 
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Arguments againſt the Publication. 
SCENE Moorfelds. 


Paſt ten o'clock and a moonlight night. 


Enter the Auron diſguiſed like EpGar 
in King Lear, and his friend Eucextvys 
in the habit of a Cr1T1c. 


CriT1c. 


DGAR, your friends are much di- 
vided in opinion reſpecting your 
intention of commencing Author. One 
half of them think you are mad, the 
other half a fool; for my own part, I 

believe they are both pretty right. 
Zagar. My dear fellow, I know your 
friendſhip for me is ſincere, therefore l 
am not diſpleaſed at your obſervations; 
but, after having promiſed me your com- 
pany to hear my life and opinions read, 
o 


. 

to tell me with ſuch an emphaſis, that 
you were engaged on Sunday; thus to 
condemn your friend unheard—indeed 
you are too ſevere ! to wiſh me to con- 
ſign a whole week's labour to oblivion, 
without conſulting the ſentiments of 
thoſe by whom I will implicitly be gui- 
ded,—By heavens tis too bad. —What! 
Mall I prefer your ſingle judgment to 
that of Meſirs. G. H. I. K. L. M. N. 
and O. I'll ſtrike out the conjunction 
copulative and take the two laſt initials 
thus, 


N O. 
Though ] regard your friendſhip much, 
ſtill will I take the deciſion of theſe 
gentlemen before any egotiſt's in the 

creation, | 
Don't you be offended; you know I 
eſteem you, and I have great reaſon ſa 
to do; but, as the language of friendſhip 
is truth, and as you ſpeak your ſenti- 
ments ſo candidly to me, I have an un- 


B 3 doubted 
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doubted right to make you this return, 
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the only one at preſent in my power. 
Your meaning I know is good, ſo is 
mine. 


88 Critic walks about ſinging, 


J am mad Tom, behold me!“ 


Enter Dr. Monro and Lord George 
Gordon. 


Prithee now, good Doctor, is it the 
conduct of a maniac to conſult his friends 


before he ventures himſelf among an in- 


numerable hoſt of Reviewers, who would 
cut him to pieces as they did poor 
Yorick ? 

Tell me, my good bead, is it an in- 
ſtance of folly for a man to take the 
counſel of a choſen few, before he raſhly 
preſumes to aſſemble a MOB of critics 
about his houſe, to pull it down about 
his ears, to ſet his books on fire, pro- 
claim loud huzzas over the light, then 

give 


the, the BE 
give the aſhes to the whiſtling wind, as the 


rabble did in Bloomſbury- (quare, wich- 
out any authority whatever. 


Edgar ſings, | 


«© Tom fool thinks nothing, 
«© Tom fool means nothing, 
«© What Tom fool ſays has no ſenſe, 
«« Fol lol de riddle dol, &c.” 
{See muſic to Harlequin every where.) 


Exeunt Lord George Gordon and 
Dr. Monro, 


Edgar to the Critic. 


Such conduct, my eſteemed friend, 
< would drive the Boldeſt ſtoic to deſpair; 
I will appeal to this great luminary for 
my birth-right as an Engliſhman, to 
become an author, printer, and pubs 
liſher of my life and opinions; and, if 
any part of them ſhould be found incon- 
liſtent with rectitude, 1 hope the candid 

B-4 reader 
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reader will attribute the error to the 
head and not the heart. 


Exeunt Critic and Edgar, 
Scene cloſes. 


A RANDOM SHOT. 


Should it ſtrike againſt the SPIRE 
of Saint Stephen's chapel, (ay there's 
the rub!) then batter the fortifications in 
Privy-gardens, the engineer will not be 
leſs worthy of commendation. 

Enemies he knew there were; and, if 


the maſter general of the ordnance had 
intelligence that STRONG ERECTI- 


ONS were abſolutely neceſſary to defend 
us againſt the ATTACKS of our NA- 
TURAL, opponent— 

his Grace's precautions were lauda- 
ble; for, (as the tailors ſay) a STITCH 
in time will ſave NINE, therefore every 
preparation for a VIGOROUS reſiſt- 
a In... ance 


("WV 
ance was ſtrictly conformable to the 
laws of war, in that CASE made and 
provided. | 

Ic is but a poor compenſation for thus 
reviving 1n his Grace's recollection, the 
failure of that ſcheme, in the execution 
and completion of which his GREAT 
ſoul was as much intereſted as the ge- 
nerous nature of my uncle Toby was to 
raiſe his diſtreſſed brother- officer from 
his bed of ſickneſs. I ſay, it is but a 
ſorry atonement to remind him of the 
ſuccour and aſſiſtance which his Grace, 
unſolicited too, was offered by mighty 
TOMMY THUMB. 

This gentleman, like Capt. Bobadil, 

has no real courage, and is indeed as 
GREAT a coward as ever wore a ſword; 
he would have been afraid to have de- 
tended you againſt: the moſt deſpicable 
of the rioters, even though they had. 
been as tame as the ragged regiment. 
that Falſtaff raiſed—out upon it—out 


upon 
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upon it—go to—aſk the pardon of his 


Grace, I know his tender ſoul will melt 
to ſee you © thus humbled in the duſt,” 
to view your fallen ſtate. Alas, how 
fallen! from what height fallen! YOUR 


ſun is ſet NEVER to riſe again.” 


When that philanthropic ſpirit of ten- 
derneſs, which ſhone conſpicuous in 
Captain Shandy, and evinced his anxi- 

ous endeavours to make the poor lieu- 
tenant march as well as himſelf; and 
when by his faithful corporal's not pay- 
ing that reverence to his phyſical opi- 
nion, which he would have done to his 
inſtructions upon fortification, my uncle 
Toby's gentle nature was urged to take 
his Maker's name in vain; yet in that 
impotent oath did his humanity appear 
with greater luſtre, than the proud Le- 
vite did manifeſt in the parable of the 
good Samaritan; he proved himſelf 
poſſeſſed of ſo copious a portion of the 


6 1 of human kindneſs,” that his 
heart 
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heart was open to the diſtreſſes of every 
being who wore the dignified form of 
man. The miſerable object, who had 
been wounded by the thieves, was as 
much a ſtranger to him as the poor lieu- 
tenant was to Captain Shandy; yet the 
ſame ſentiments (though at ſuch diſtant 
periods) actuated each, and ſet mankind 
a glorious example of benevolence. .. 
My Uncle Toby was not ſo ſucceſs- 
ful in his efforts to raiſe Lefevre from 
his bed of ſickneſs. And, though he 
uſed his moſt prevailing arguments, his 
moſt perſuaſive eloquence, yet he could 
not induce his faithful ſervant to believe 
that the officer would ever march but 
to his grave; for, I underſtand Trim 
was once a ſort of an aſſiſtant to the ſur- 
geon of the regiment, and therefore fan- 
cied himſelf as competent toforma judge- 
ment upon the poor lieutenant's caſe, 
as the ſpeaker did upon the fortifications, 
when he gave a caſting vote againſt the 
opinion 


— 
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Opinion of your grace. But, I verily 
believe, he acted from the dictates of 


as good a head and ſound a heart as the 


corporal's. He was convinced that the 
good of your country was the only ob- 
ject, as Trim was that his maſter had 
no other view but to relieve the neceſſi- 
ties of his brother- officer. to chear his 
heart, and brighten the gloomy coun- 
tenance of his afflicted ſon; but the 
faithful corporal thought as the honeſt 
ſpeaker did. 


Though he eſteems your grace, as 


every man muſt who knows your many 


virtues; and, though he admired your 
zeal in forming this great plan, and the 
the ardour of Mr. Pitt in ſupporting it; 
yet all would not do. No: — Captain 
Macbride was ſo ſtrenuous in main- 


- taining the all-ſufficiency of the wooden 
walls of Old England to protect us both 
now and for evermore— Amen, 


- God grant they may !— 
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T honour a military man as much as 
my Uncle Toby did; but I am not an 
advocate in favour of large ſtanding 
armies; for, when they ger above the 
civil power, they ſometimes are inſolent, 
as I ſhall give you an inſtance (if I don't 
forget it) in the courſe of my Life and 
Opinions. Is 

I muſt now beg permiſſion to remind 
your grace of the arguments of that 
brave veteran, Colonel Barre; a name 
that will never be mentioned without re- 


verance, — at leaſt by me. He was 
fully perſuaded, 


That, ſhould they invade us, theſe terrible foes; 

Who frighten our women, our UN and 
beaux ; 

And ſhould their fat bottoms in darkneſs get 
o'er, 

Still Britons they'd find to receive them on ſhore. 


Hearts of oak are our ſhips, 
Hearts of oak are our men, 3 
We always are ready, ſteady, boys, ſteady, 
To fight and to conquer again and again. 


F 


1 

I mult alſo pay that tribute of reſpect 
to the miniſter, which, on that occa- 
ſion, he ſo highly merited ; for, he cer- 
tainly did ſupport the queſtion with as 
much force of reaſoning, and power of 
eloquence, as his ſplendid talents, and 
finiſhed education rendered him ſo fully 
competent to, 

Your grace will pardon the preſump- 
tion, if I declare that, in my opinion, 
he diſplayed in that ſpeech as much 
knowledge of fortifications as if he every 
night exerciſed his ſtrength in bhrowing 
up an INTRENCHMENT, and every 
morning exerted his efforts in gaining 
poſſeſſion of an enemy's COVERED 
WAY. Yet all your grace's anxious 
wiſhes were fruſtrated, his ſtrenuous 
ſupport rendered of no effect, by 
the ſpeaker's caſting vote, A ſpeaker 
of the miniſter's own propoling, and 
whoſe conduct, upon every occaſion, had 


given fatisfaCtion, even to your grace. 
* Though | 
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Though his vote upon the fortifica- 
tions might not be pleafing to the 
Maſter-General of the Ordnance, and, 
though your grace might be tempted to 
pronounce, that he had acted more like 
a ſenator than an engineer, yet he di- 
vided as his conſcience dictated, and, 
in that reſpect, you will eſteem him for 
giving a vote, which, as it was direct- 
ed by honour, is juſtly intitled to * | 
plauſe. 

Though your great ſoul was as much 
intereſted in the event of this motion 
as the generous nature of my Uncle 
Toby was in the fate of Lefevre; yet, 
my lord, rememher he failed in the at- 
tempt as well as your grace; and, 
though he might lament that his ſuc- 
ceſs had not been equal to the good 
Samaritan's, yet, as a Chriſtian, he muſt 
have been content in reflecting that 


No oil or wine can heal the wound of death, 
Nor mortal pow'r avert the ſtroke of fate. 
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The author declares, that, if there is 


the leaſt merit in any part of his Life or 


Opinions, he owes it all, under God, to 
thoſe writers whoſe works have acci- 
dentally fallen into his hands. - 
He does not mean to atternpt origi- 
nality of ſentiment or expreſſion ; bur, 
having written more in one week, and 
with ene pen, than he ſuppoſes any au- 
thor ever did before, he called a choſen 
few of his friends together to conſulr 


them how to act; but he has not yer 


been able to obtain the deciſive opinion 
even of one of them; for, the printing 
and publiſhing would certainly coſt him 
ſome hundreds of pounds, and it is very 
uncertain ' whether a ſufficient number 
could be fold to reimburſe the expences : 
and he is, like moſt authors, very una- 


ble to ſuſtain the loſs of fo large a ſum ; 
beſides, 


* 4s 

beſides, if he could bear it, prudence 
dictates that he ſhould not riſk ſo much 
property upon his own ſhallow brain: 
particularly as Triftram muſt have all 
his father's freebold eſtates, and Euge- 
nius will, after his mother's death, (which, 
pray God, may be many years firll,) 
have ber jointure, poor little Harriet 
would not have a ſhilling for her dower 
if he were to hazard his ſubſtance oa fo 
precarious a chance as tae public ap- 
probation of his poor writings. 

Though his uncle wrote twelve books 
with as much ſucceſs as his laborious 
works merited; yet the author's edu» - 
cation has been - very limited ; — his 
| uncle's was very liberal. The author 
is incapable of ſtudy, — his uncle could 
give cloſe application to it, The au- 
thor never faw his uncle, and therefore 
does not know how long he was indi- 
ting his works; but the author will 
prove that his intended publication 895 

13 Written 


C24 9 
written in ſeven days, one night, anda 
half. : 

Correct ions it will of courſe be in 
much need of, and he has been happy 
enough to receive the promiſe of a li- 
terary gentleman to do the needful for 
him. And, if the noble alderman whom 
he has requeſted to patroniſe him ſhould 
be equally condeſcending, then he'll 
ſing, 


O the roaſt beef of old England, 
«« AndO the old Engliſh roaſt beef.” 


He has two motives for wiſhing this 
Alderman to take him under his. protec- 
tion. Gratitude, as he is the only no- 
bleman the author ever ſolicited for a 
place, and he promiſed his intereſt, which 
the author is well-convinced was then 
equal to his worſhip's intention of pro- 
viding for him in the humble ſphere he 
is calculated to move; bu, before the 
time errived for the author to wait on 


mim a /econd time, he was placed in a 
ſituation 


CF 33 3 

ſituatlön equal to his moſt ſanguine ex- 
pectations. | 
His worſhip is, beſides being a man 
of feeling, an eccentric genius, that is 
a ſecond conſideration ; and, if his cap- 
rain ſhould be inclined to inſert vanity, 
as a third inducement, Triſtram's Papa 
will not quarrel with him about it; for, 
why ſhould not he make it known to the 
world that he has been acquainted with 
dukes and lords, and great men, as well 
as Captain Shylock, ſo long as he don't 
| boaſt of their having ever been ſuffici- 
ently acquainted with him to take an 
aſylum in his houſe from the lawleſs 
rabble's power. | 
The author has adopted the expedient 
of printing theſe ſheets, which he gives 
to the world © without money and with- 
out price:“ that, if they ſnould be in- 
clined to look down with an eye of pity 
and compaſſion on the firſt production 

of an inſigniticant mortal, who, on the 
C 2 1 z0th 
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7 
goth of April laſt, had as little idea of 
commencing author as he at preſent has 
of becoming a member of Parliament 
for one of the Univerſities, or as my 


Lord Hawkeſbury had twenty years ago 


of a ſeat in the Houſe of Peers, or, what 
is the moſt wonderful of all wonders 

that ever the world wondered at, that 
the author of the North Briton, No. 45, 


which * appeared in all the Papers of the 


13th of April, ſhould, on the gth of 
May, ſecond a queſtion to prevent an 
inquiry into Indian Delinquency. To 
vote againſt his friend, the honeſt, up- 
right, and, I verily believe, independent, 
rainiſter, on a motion of this magnitude 
and importance, which will give the 
late Governor General an opportunity 
of vindicating his character from the 


fou] imputations under which it at pre- 


ſent labours, if innocent; or to ſkreen 
a man from puniſhment if he ſhould ap- 


pear guilty; is a conduct. in him as ir- 


rect Cilabie 


TI 9 

reconcilable as hit leaving the honeft 
Engliſh Courtenay, to vote with the 
Lord Advocate of Scotland, or that he 
ſhould call the virtuous majority that 
voted the impeachment of Mr. Haſtings 
a fa#iom. But, perhaps, he now has 
different notions about the meaning of 
that word to what he had in 1763. 
He muſt too have forgotten his friend 
Churchill's Prophecy of Famine, other- 
wife he would never leave this bleſſed 
land of peace and plenty, to“ gang to 
bonny Scotland, over the hills and far 
away, and through the woods laddie;“ 
and all for the ſake of Warren Ha- 
ſtings-O. But, indeed, Mr. Chamber- 
lain, the world is not ſo green as to ſup- 
pole, that the Highlands are without 
ſume pleafant views, though, as this witty 
ſenator obſerves, you, perhaps, would 
look a little obliquely at them. 

The unalterable reſolution of the au- 


thor is rather to extenuate much © than 
G3 ſet 


& 
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ſet down oxgot in malice: therefore, 


ſuch kings, queens, princes, princeſſes, 
-dukes, ducheſſes, marquiſſes, marchio- 


neſſes, earls, counteſſes, viſconnts, vi, 
counteſſes, lords, ladies, and gentlemen, 
as may be inclined to countenance bis 
work, are hereby requeſted to obſerve, 


that (if this humble attempt to excite 


their attention ſnould be thought worthy 
of notice) two volumes of it will moſt 
probably be ready by the next meeting 


-of Parliament; but he is too conſciovs 


of his own inſignificance to riſk a pub- 
Jication without firſt ſubmitting a ſpe- 
eimen for their determination; and, if i 
Thould meet with filent neglect or avowed 
contempt, though he may be DISAP- 


POINTED, he will invoke every phi- 


loſophic power not to appear DISSA- 
TISFIED. The author, therefore, hum» 
bly ſuggeſts this mode of gaining the 
opinion of the world, to which he will 
moſt implicitly ſobnut, with that de- 
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ference and reſpect, which ke conſiders 
himſelf as in duty bound ever to pay. 


A CRUST FOR THE CRITICS. | 


The ſollowing arithmetical. queſtion 
is as eaſy to be anſwered by any perſon 
who has learned the Rule of Three, as 
it is for me to ſolve a problem in Eu- 
clid's Elements: 


NAMELY, 

If poker, tongs, and ſhovel, coſt 
three guineas ; what will a chaldron of 
coals come to ? 

It was propounded to me this eleventh 
day of May, in the year of our Lord, 
one thouſand, ſeven hundred, and eigh- 
ty ſeven; and in the twenty- ſeventh 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord 


George the Third, by the grace of God, 


of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth. 
And I ardently pray that the King 


of e will long preſerve him in as 


4˖ͤ 
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good health as he appeared to me to 

+ ay, when he was going to Blackheath 
to review his troops, and I was haſtening 
to town to write to HIS landlerd; for, 
my uncle had the honour of letting 
tome premiſes to the Honourable Com- 
miſſioners of the | 

and they have too much trouble in re- 
ceiving to take much pains about pay- 
ing any body except tbem/elves. 

But, © may it pleaſe your majeſty to 
condeſcend fo far as to permit” a hum- 
ble, obſcure, being, like myſelf, to 
obſerve, that your royal mind ſeemed 
deep involved in thought: pardon me, 
dread Sire, if J preſume to gueſs the 
cauſe. Thou beſt of kings, moſt affec- 
tionate of huſbands, and tendereſt of 
fathers! Oh! had 1 the eloquence of 
Tancred! did J poſſeſs the energy of 
Eumenes 1 were I bleſſcd with the 
ſentiments of Sterne! I would place 
myſelf at the ſoot of your avgult throne, 

| and 


(4) ; 
and plead the cauſe of your 2f#ed for. 

Can amuſements lull his ſorrows? Can 
beauty ſooth his cares? Alas! his 
heatt cannot rejoice : not Handel's ſoft 
mulic can brighten his countenance, 
while under the weight of his king's diſ- 
pleaſure! under the rod of his father's 
anger! Could I but touch one cord 
of your ſympathetic heart, which melts 
cven at a tale of fancied woe, I would 
call to your remembrance the feelings of 
youth ; when, if there is one ſpark of 
tender ſenſibility, if there is one ſeed of 
generous humanity, it will ſpring forth; 
and, when its ſtream iſſues from royalty, 
if, perchance, it does overflow the banks 
of prudence, ſhould the ſource be libe- 
rality, — it is then a glorious fault! 
Should his expanded mind and inex- 
perienced years have betrayed him into 
profuſion, you will not, my liege, ſuf- 
fer him to languiſh in obſcurity, and 
ectuſe your aid to call him to his rank, 
which 
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which your loyal ſubjects ardently hope 
he will, under your auſpices, aſſume 
with ſuch ceconomy as may to you ſeem 
meet. All England is anxioully loox- 
ing for a Gazette to announce this ex- 
pected reconciliation. 

Were I in any ſecret corner hid, and, 
unperceived, could view the ROYAL 
SIRE with open arms receive his dearly 
beloved, his firſt-born, SON, heir to 
his ** vaſt domains,” the ſight would 
be more glorious far than any inſtalla- 
tion.— To behold the royal parent 
with the princely heir entwined, muſt 
give as much heartfelt gratification to 
the REAL friends to the Houſe of 
HANOVER, as ever the author of the 
NORTH BRITON knew when he 
wrote it, or as the ſecretaries of ſtate 
experienced when they iſſued out the 


GENERAL WARRANT againſt the, 


authors, printers, and publiſhers of 
| No. 45» | 
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Ib the MINISTER of the crown! 
aid forebode that his royal lord's PRE- 
ROGATIVES were intrenched.— HIS 
INFLUENCE was rightly uſed to con- 
demn it as a 

L I BE L. 

If „ the med skbIT1Iovs TRIBUNE 
of the people,” did apprehend that his 
fellow - ſubjects LIBERTIES were in- 
vaded—his STEADY ZEAL was lau- 
_ dably exerted, from the Journals of the 
houſe, to have expunged ſo unjuſt a 
lentence, fo precipitate a 

VO.TE. 

If in him that ſacred bulwark of our 

rights, 

MAGNA CHARTA, 

was viclated, how ſatisfactory mult be the 

tetroſpection of his ſucceſsful endeavours 

to prevent ſo daring an attack being 

hereafter made upon an ENGLISH- 

MAN. But, thanks to theſe “ halycon 

days” of conciliation; our ears are no 
cage 

.. 
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more ſhocked with the opprobrious lan- 
guage that the author of the Eſſay on 
Woman 

e was a blaſphemer of his GOD,” 
or, that the proud Scot © held princi- 
ples incompatible with freedom.” 
Me are now bleſſed with a MINIS- 
TER, whoſe every exertion, in MY 
OPINION, demonſtrates that he is in 
the full poſſeſſion of thoſe ſentiments, 
which Mr. Wilkes ſo much extolled in 
his noble father, 
And no inſtance can more fully de- 
monſtrate his independence of any 
POWER behind the THRONE than 
his conduct in the Eaſt-India buſineſs : he 
candidly acknowledged, that the Argu- 
ments of THOSE, who in every poli- 
tical meaſure are his moſt violent oppo- 
nents had ſtampt conviction on his 
mind, that the charges were juſt, that 
the delinquent ought to be impeached, 
and, 12 ſound guilty, deſerved ſuch pu- 
2 niſnments 
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niſhments as his noble jurors ſhould think 
proper to inflict. God forbid that J 
ſhould be thought capable of pronoun- 
cing ſentence againſt this great Saviour 
of our dominions in the Eaſt.—I hear- 
tily wiſh he may have evidence to prove 
the fat; and if neceſſity, the common 
tyrant's plea, ſhould have obliged him, 
againſt his CONSCIENCE, to depoſe 
a few princes, or cut the throats of 3 
few Rajahs; though, as Chriſtians,” we 
may (with HIM) lament the cauſe, yet 
when the effect has been ſo glorious 
all cenſure will be drowned in applauſe. 
As to his ſtripping the Begums and 
Bow-Begum of their jewels; if public 
exigences required theſe baubles, HIS 
heart would never upbraid him with ſo 
trivial an offence: as, if report ſays 
true, it 1S no uncommon thing in this 
country, for young damſels to be di- 
veſted of ALL thoſe garments which 
FASHION has invented to conceab 
that 


(4) 
that jewel of ineſtimable value, more 
precious to blooming virgins than even 


life itſelf; even in THIS age of refine- 
ment, | have heard that the Right Ho- 


nourable Lord Twitch-her has had a 


dozen of them clothed only with a thin 
BUFF-coloured fig-leaft, dancing to 
the tune of the - 
Bad, if the PIOUS © monks of St. St. Fran- 
have occaſionally been diverted 
4 ſuch innocent entertainment, what 
has the world to do with it? Shall vile 
PLEBEIAN vulgar notions preſume 
to form an opinion of ARISTOCRA- 
TICAL private amuſement ? much leſs 
eught the /aninting purblind LAITY to 
enjoy the LIBERTY of even thinking 
about the ſacred rites of © MEDNEN- 
HAM - ABBEY.” 
Our upright miniſter felt himſelf, ſu- 
perior to party prejudice, and openly 
avowed it.— HE. quitted the whole INx- 


DIAN SQUAD, and voted with the 


COALI- 
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COALTTION phalanx. -- Thus did the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer: not ſo 
with the Chamberlain of London ; he 
deſerted the INDEPENDENT miniſ- 
ter, whom on molt other occaſions he 
ſupports ; but then he divided with the 
Lord Advocate of Scotland, and per- 
haps he NOW repents of his galling 
ſatires againſt the GREAT NoRTHFRN 
THaNE, therefore is offering up a peace 
oblation to the THEN favourite; for, 
what atonement can a mortal make, 
what ſacrifice upon the altar lay more 
precious, than his consCIZzNCE; and as 
this gentleman quotes the fine words of 
Dryden, “FREEDOM is the Engliſhman's 
PREROOATIVE, he will commend me 
for exerciſing a privitege, which he once: 
ſo fully enjoyed; he now has finiſhed his 
intended work, and fits down with com- 
fort, enjoying the pleaſing reflectidn of a 
coob cenſciecce; (IF IT 1S NOT YET 
CONSUMED) be now views with rap- 

| ture 
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ture thoſe laurcls which bis parRIO- 
TISM wen. 

However, dor, I hope you will permit 
me to call your attention to a buſineſs of 
as much concern to you now as liberty 
Was RERETOFORE,— Remember, “The 
hour of attack approaches; you muſt 
before the noxesT citizens appear, and 
they perchance may think that a man who 
has no other PRINCIPLE than his own Ix- 
TEREST, is unworthy to be elected their 
TREASURER. 

Oh, patriots ! patriots! when it ſhall 
pleaſe Almighty God to exchange our 
- FENERABLE monarch's earthly crown for 
2 HEAVENLY one, which fadeth not 
away,—may his B:Loven fon be poſ- 
Jeſſed of all the virtues of his RevEeRED 
fire, and may is throne be eſtabliſhed 
in RIGHTEOUSNESS | 

Every B&1Ton, who feels the TRUE 
AMOR PATRIEZE, with warmeſt zeal, 
pureſt devotion, and moſt fervent ar- 
dour, from the bottom of h + foul, will 
Seto A MN 2 
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A CARD. 


Theauthor having written his thoughts 


previous to that reconciliation, which 


every true born Briton ſo devoutly 
wiſhed, he does not perceive any im- 
propriety in publiſhing his opinion upon 
the ſubject. (<Low as his lot is caſt,” ) If 
he experiences ſuch ſentiments of attach- 
ment to the royal perſonages immedi- 
ately concerned, ——— 
what heartfelt ſatisfaction nu choſe 
virtuous ſenators receive, in the reflec- 
tion of having been the happy inſtru- 
ments of effecting this conſummation 

If the author was not bleſſed with the 
power, he had as much zealous inclina- 
tion © as the proudeſt lord in par- 
liament.“ 

And, though he might with truth af= 
firm, in the language of a favourite au- 
thor, that „ he envies them their feel- 


D in gs,” 
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ings,” yet, remember, thou great 
keeper of our Sovereign's conſcience, — 

that the hearts of Kixos are in 1s 
rule and governance, before won we 


ſhortly muſt appear. ——And when the 
books of Heaven's Crnanctay ſhall be 


opened, may we then find that every 


- ſport of ours has been 
« BLOTTED OUT FOR EVER i” 


Any communications to the Author are rm 2 
gueſted to be addreſſed for J. F. at the 
Bar of the Stock- Exchange-Coffee-Honſe, 
which will te ſafely conveyed to bim, 
and reſpeftfully attended to by 

Your Worſhip's 
devoted Servant, 
TRISTRAM's PAPA. 


ERRATA, 
| Page 14, line 8 from the bottom, for propen/e 


read prepenſe. 
Page 23, 7th line from the bottom, for boldeff 
read coldeft. 2 


